One part of our 8" principle is learning the history of our community. Kramer Manor 
in Scotch Plains was established as a Black neighborhood. It grew and thrived 
despite obstacles, including the refusal of federal funding for mortgages, the 
deprivations of the Great Depression, a World War, and systemic racism to become 
the multicultural community we know today. The history of the Kramer Manor 
neighborhood community is not widely known. Founded in 1924, this community is 
approaching its 100" anniversary. The Kramer Manor Project is conducting oral 
interviews of long-time Scotch Plain and Fanwood residents to collect these 
historical stories. 


As we are part of the Fanwood/Scotch Plains community we should be aware of its 
history. Our country was colonized through conquest of Native Americans and 
enslavement of African Americans. As white supremacy developed in our country, 
people were included or excluded from history based on the color of their skin. 
Communities like Kramer Manor are everywhere yet have gone unnoticed by many. 
Their histories need to be revealed and celebrated by the entire community. 


